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Prelude (beginning at 10:45 a.m.)  Lift High the Cross 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Hymn Joyful, joyful, we adore thee  # 71 
 
Call to Worship 

You beckon us, O God, to lift our eyes from the suffering and brokenness of our 
times so that we might grasp a sense of how things function in your time. 

We know what it means to suffer, even as we do not fully understand the 
suffering of others. 

Reconciling God, you do not ignore the brokenness of the world and the frailty of 
your people.  Still you call us to hope for those things which are to come, things 
not yet revealed. 

Teach us to name that our groaning means that new life is soon to be 
revealed; our full adoption as sons and daughters of God is nearly upon us. 

Help us to pray and teach us to love while we wait for glory to be revealed. 
 

Song How Can I Keep from Singing Lowry 
 (Mel Purcell, soloist) 
 

Call to Giving 
Like the gifts of creation, we are but stewards of all we possess.  And like the gifts 
of creation, they are not to be hoarded, but shared with the hungry, the lonely, 
the lost, the struggling.   
 Who are those persons near us, and how are our lives better because of 
knowing them?  
 As we offer our gifts, receive our thanks and praise in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 
 
Response     All creatures of our God and King (vs. 7)   # 48  

Let all things their Creator bless, and worship God in humbleness,  
alleluia, alleluia! 

Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, and praise the Spirit, three-in-One, 
O sing ye, O sing ye, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 



Hearing from God’s Word  
Scripture Romans 8:18-23 

18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 
with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager 
longing for the revealing of the children of God; 20for the creation was 
subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who 
subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage 
to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22We 
know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 
23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the 
Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our 
bodies. 

 
Message The Groaning of Creation 

 

Pastoral Prayer, with the Lord’s prayer 
Our Father in heaven, holy is your name. Your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

 

Hymn   In the bulb there is a flower # 614 
 

Benediction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 



 


